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ADDRESS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF TUE 
UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The period of harmony and evangelical ex- 
ertion has atlength arrived. It will give pleas. 

| ure to the friends of Zion to hear, that the three 
great denominations in America who are allied 

> to each other by the form of their ecclesiastical 


government, as well as by acommon faith, have’ 
entered, unitedly and in earnest, on the busi- | 


ness of foreign missions. The Presbyterians, 
the Reformed Dutch, and members of the As 
sociate Reformed Church, with perfect harmo. 
ny, and under the sanction of their highest ju- 
dicatorics, have formed an institution which 
they have denominated Tuk Unirep ForeiGNn 
Misstonaky Society. ‘Chis memorable event 
took place iu the city of New-York on the 28th 
of July, 1817, a day second to none which this 
rity has ever seen, except that which gave birth 
‘o the American Bible Society. 

The board of managers, beg leave to call the 
P attention of their brethren of tue three denomi- 
nations tothe great object of their appointment, 


They extend their address no further because | 


they are unwilling to thrust taemselves into the 
field of another ; but thev are happy to state 
that the society which they represent is open to 
individuals ofall denominations wits may choose 
to join them. 
peal with confidence, and congratulate them 


opened to receive the charities which they may | 
design for the heathen and the destitute. 
have been too tardy in this matter. We have’ 
suffered other denominations to run befure us| 
in this work of the Lord For more than 20, 
years christians in Europe have been setting us 
a noble example. They have shed a light; 
through Asia and Africa, and taught untutored 
lips to sing the songs of salvation in the islands 
of the Southern Ocean. Our brethren in New 
England have lately made an honourable be- 
ginning. ‘They have done much to redeem the 
American character, but their exertions could 
not supercede the necessity of ours. A small 
section, containing scarcely more than a fortieth 
part of the territory belonging to the United 
States, could not be expected, however popu- 
lous and respectable, to manage the missionary 
concerns of the whole. These three denomina- 
tions, who hold so conspicuous a standing on 
all the ground south and west of that single 
section, could not answer it to God or their con- 
aciences should they relinquish this work to 
Others, orleave it altogether undone. The In- 
dian tribes lie within our own borderg, and are 
fairly cast upon our care. As soon as the 
southern forests yield to the hand of cultivation, 
our limits will extend to Mexico; and the 
whole regien of death from the river Del Norte 
to Cape Horn, including more than one quar- 
ter of the circumference of the globe, will reach 
from our own door. Who on earth, rather 


To their own brethren they ap- | 


We | 


than ourselves, are the people to pour the river 
jof life through that desolate region? On what 
plea can we turn off this honourable plea upon 
others? Can we allege poverty?) We own a 
large shar: of the property of the whole coun- 


| 
| 


;unparalleled rapidity. A small part of what is 
|fusting on our hands, would be sufficient to 
jconvey the gospel to every cottage and every 
jaching heart in America. 
Dear brethren, with no ordinary pleasure we 
j acknowledge the zeal and liberality with which 
| you have lately come forward in support of Bi 
bie Societies. In this you have done well, and 
some of you may be tempted to think that you 
have done enough. But suffer as to say, that 
‘one thing more remains to be done tu give effi. 
icacy to your benevolent exertions. The Bible 
Will have little effect among rude nations with- 
jout a living preacher. Your efforts thus far 
have supolied materials for a Missionary Soci- 
ety to employ 5; support Missionary institutions 
or your labours will be halfin vain. ‘Phe A- 
‘terican Bible Socicty will soon farnish edi- 


‘ 





for Mexico and South America; ia vain, un- 


less you raise up missionaries to carry them) nally christian. 


try, and are daily advancing in wealth with! 


tions of the Spanish and Portuguese scriptures, 
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world, on which devolves the chief labour of en- 
lightening 700 mitions of benighted beings, is 
comparatively small. And when the calami- 
tous state of many of the Protestant churches on 
the continent of Europe is considered, a very 
large part of that body tn which dwells the spirit 
of efficient missions is really found in the Uni- 
ted States. If the thirty millions on our own 
continent who are sunk in pagan or papal dark- 
ness, were assigned to our three denominations, 
it would not be one half, probably not one quar- 
ter, of what would fall to our lot in a fair di- 
vision of the world among the sound and active 
parts of the Protestant church. 

Brethren, we have slept too long over this 
immense interest. ‘This miglity task laid upon 
us by the plain direction of heaven, and we just 
preparing to begin the work! By all our tears 
we cannot recall the years that are past; but if 
the love or fear of God be in our hearts, we 
must strain every nerve to redeem the time that 
‘is lost. It is calculated that twenty thousand, 
of those who have come to years of discretion, 
| die daily, from the pagan and Mahometan world, 
‘besides the vast numbers which go from popish 
countrica, and other benighted regions nomic 
ht is not for us to limit the 





forth, and to explain and incalcate their sacred! operations of the divine spirit, and pronounce 


contents. With what prodigious influence these that none are saved without the gospel; but 
two institutions may aid the operations of each | from the concurrent voice of revelation and mo- 


other! With both, the whole system is com- | dern travellers, we are compelled to believe that 
most sincerely that now at length a treasury is plete ; with one alone, it is defective and will the mass of the heathen live and die grossly 


|prove ineffectual. If you are the friends of the 


one. be the supporters of the other. 


the divine claims on your charity?) Have you 
studied the laws given to the Hebrews on this 
subject? It has been affirmed that with the 
rates fixed in the statutes of that nation, and 
with the free-will off-rings required, a gene- 
rous and conscientious Hebrew would not get 
through the year without giving away one half 
of his income. We shall not stop to settle pro- 
portions, but we are persuaded that the extent 
of God’s demands has not been sufficiently studi- 
ed. The age is opening when this subject is to 
be better understood, and when christians will 
look back to the contractedness of former years, 
as we now do to the ignorance of the dark ages. 
Let those who wish to please God begin the 
examination at once, and anticipate the wisdom 
and holiness of their posterity. 

Dear brethren, have you surveyed the great- 
ness of the work which the providence of God 
has cast upon your hands? There are in the 
world, at the lowest calculation, 550 millions of 
Pagans and Mahometans, comprehending more 
than two thirds of the human family. Besides 
these, there are a hundred millions attached to 
the church of Rome, and many gillions more, 











scending that of the heathen. The Protestant 


Brethren, have you considered the extent of 


‘ 


, 





wicked. Suchacurrent constantly discharging 


‘itself into the burning lake, and one half of 


Christendom asleep! QO that our heads were 
waters, and our eyes a fountain of tears! Inthe 
name of God, dear brethren, awake. By the 
blood and tears of Calvary, by the sorrows ofa 
soul that has nu God, we beseech you, brethren, 
awake. 

We entreat you also by the value of your 
own spiritual interest and that of your children 
Of all the means of exalting and ennobling the 
human character, these bencvolent exertions 
for the salvation of others are among the most 
effectual. Why should these three denomina- 
tions, raised to heaven in other respects, lose 
so inestimable a means of advancing the holi- 
ness and happiness of themselves and their pos- 
terity ? 

Vur Jong slumber over this infinite concern 
has too much resembled the sleep of death. Is 
it not high time for us all to awake together? 
Without this we must still resign the mass of the 
heathen to everlasting despair. What will a- 
vail the tears and s:ruggles of a few? There is 
need of a general and simultaneous motioa 
through all our churches. Has not that hour 
come ¢ Will you not all rise up to the work as 
one man? Wili you not without delay cast in 








belonging te other christian communions,| your prayers, your counsels, and your contri- 
who are sunk in deplorable ignorance, their|| butions? Will not the societies formed among 
knowledge in many instances scarcely tran-} you to support foreign missions, become auxil- 


iary te this? Will not your asgociations for the 
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education of pagan children, remember the chil- 
dren on their own continent and cast in their 
offerings here? Will net new institutions, ex- 
pressly in aid of this, be raised up in every 
town and village within our bounds? Shall not 
every individual who has a soul to save and an 
account to render, feel that he has a part to act 
in this great concern? Will not our mothers 
and sisters come forward te a work so suited 
to their tenderness and benevolence, and so fit- 
ted to spread a new loveliness around the female 
character ? Will not the generous emulations 
of tke young be awakened? Shall not our dear 
children learn in this school the noblest of all 
lessons,—to relieve the miserable and please 
their Saviour,—and acquire the richest legacy 
that we can leave them,—the habit of doing 
good ? Shall not our whole population thus com- 
bine in one great and continued effort to give 
the gospel to a perishing world. 
By order of the board, 
STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, Pres’t. 
Philip Milledoler, Cor. Sec’y. 
New York, Aug. 6, 1817. 
*,* he ministers of the three denomina- 


lions are respectfully requested to read the a- 
bove address from their pulpits. to introduce 


we 


measures to rouse and combine the people as 
their wisdom may suggest. 


— 





 —— SESE 





HINDU INFANTICIDE. 


An account ofthe measures adopted for suppressing 
the practice of the systematic murder by their parents 
of Female Infants, with incidental remarks on other 
customs peculiar to the Nations of India. Edited, 
with notes and illustrations, by Edward Moore, F. R. 
S. Author of the Hindu Pantheon. Quarto, pp. 312. 
Johnson, 1811. 

‘The practice of the murder of female infants 
by their parents is narratedin this volume with 
particular minuteness as it existed in the pen- 
insula of Guzerat, but which has been mer-)| 
eifully terminated by the zealous and humane} 
exertions of Major (now Colonel) 
resident at the court of the Gaikaver in Guz- 





will be interesting to oar readers. 
The origin of this inhuman custom is thus 
narrated. 


«¢ The Jarejahs* relate that a powerful Ra- 
jah of their caste, who had a daughter of sin- 
gular beauty and accomplishments, desired 
his Rajgur, or family Brahman, to affiance her 
to a prince of desert andrank equal to her own. 
‘The Brahman after making every inquiry, and 
going about to every place in quest of a suitable 
match, returned without effecting his object. 
The Rajah was extremely disappointed, and 


resolved that his daughter should not marry be- || the speculative apprehensions of individuals. 


low her rank. The Brahman then proposed 
that she should be burnt in order to preserve 
the dignity of the family, on condition that all 
the female infants of the tribe of the Jarejahs 
should in future be destroyed immediately on 
their being born.” p. 83. . 
Whether this were the occasion of this bar- 
barous practice or not, certain it is that it pre- 
vailed generally among this people; so thata 
large number were annually murdered. Some 
accounts say that they amounted to 30,000 


every year, while others reduce it as low as 


* A tribe of the district of Kutch. 


Resident at Benares, and some steps were ta- 
‘ken by him towards its abolition. 


| : 
the subject into their sermons, aud to take such Petry undertaken by the government of Bombay 


| Walker * to effect if possible the abrogation of 
| 
‘la, to regulate the paymeat of the tribate impo- 
sed on the chieftans of Guzerat, it was suggest- 


tion, the considerations of humanity which have 


Walker, | 
| ulative success even of that benevolent project, 
erat As the attention of our Missionaries has} 
been directed to this people, and the scriptures}, 
are translating into their language, a short), 
sketch of this remarkable history we doubt not || 
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tation:to be correct, it presents us with ton- | 
tinued scenes of horror not to be described. 'To 
such a degree of insensibility, however their pa- 
‘rents were reduced, that they put them to 
death without remorse, it is said by putting 
them into a vessel ofmilk. 1t is remarked fur- 
ther * thatto render the deed if possible move 
horriblo, the mother is commonly the execu- 
tioner of her own offspring. Women of rank 
may have their slaves and attendants who per- 
form this office, but the far greater number ex- 
ecute it withtheir own hands.” What makes 
tinis practice still more unnatural is, the wives 
of these Jarejahs takea from another tribe (the 
Rajputs, who bring up their daughters for sale 
‘areno sooner allied to these Infanticides than 
they fall in with the custom, and comply with} 
the command of their husbands to murder their 
daughters, though they themselves owed their 
preservation to the prevalence of different sen- 
timents in the neighboring district which gave 
them birth. 

This practice was first discovered by the 





| 


‘diate stop to the inhuman custom of infanticid 


—~ 


ae 





honorable Governor Duncay in 1789, when 
But nothing 
till 4815, when instructions were sent to Major 
a system so revolting and detestabie.” 

ment of the British army through the peninsu- 
ed by the government of. Bombay, « that one 
object the expedition might have in view would 
be an attempt to reform the manners of sever- 
al of these chieftans, who in common with the 


Jarejah tribe put their female children to death 
generally as soon as they are born.” ‘To this 





«6 We cannot but contemplate with approba- 


induced you to combine with the proposed ex- 
pedition, the project of suppressing the barba- 
rous custom of female infanticide. But the spec- 


cannot be considered to justify the prosecution of 
measures which may expose to haxard the essen- 
tial interests of the State ; although as a collater- 
al object, the pursuit of it would be worthy of 
the benevolence and humanity of the British 
Government.” 


We can readily admit that an object jhowever 
just, humane, or important, certainly requires 
to be accomplished by prudent, means ; but for 
the object itself to be relinquished on a specula- 
tive apprehension of its endangering our tem- 
poral interests, is another thing. A State, the 
essential interests of which are not necessarily 
connected with justice and humanity, had _bet- 





ter notbe. It is questionable, after ail, wheth- 
er any such essential interests exist, except in 


It has been said by a great statesman, and one 
who has been Governor General of India, that 


| 
‘comply.’? 


‘very troublesome to him. 





‘to 3,000. Even admitting the lowest compu- fing humanity, thie  tehevolent project® wa 


attended witl more than « speculative success,» 
and a conquest was obtained over the banefy 
passtons of these Hindoos, worthy of the be, 
nevolence and humanity of the British Govery. 
inent. 

Major Walker being entrusted with the ex. 
pedition in 1807, and having the sole cominan¢ 


of the British detachment, made use ef his au. 


thority, and the influence which the army quar. 
tered in the vicinity gave him, to put an imme. 

The correspondence between Major Walker 
and the Hindoos is very curious, and discoy. 
ers the firmness and humanity of the forme, 


){tasa fine contrast to the artful depravity of the 


latter. Je@hayji, the first chieftain applied to on 
the subject, replied that if the Major wouid 
cause a village which had been taken from 
him to be restored, he would comply with ihe 
Company’s demand, and infanticide should be 
relinquished, in another letter he Says, * Tie 
Jarejahs have from ancient times killed their 
daughters, and I cannot set a new example ; 
but if you will reduce Mallia, and make it sub. 
ject to the Company, or give it to me, I will 


‘The Major next addressed a Rajah and his 
Motler, but could get nothing from them but 


| Vague declarations. Another chief not onty re- 
‘fused, but told him that his interference was 
It being thought necessary to send a detach- 


‘Even the king 
of the world, says he, who is decended from a 
long line of ancestors, and who has reigned over 
this country from the earliest time, never 
thought of putting a stop to this practice.” ‘I'v 
this the Major repiied, « The designs of great 
men are always in accordance with the secre: 
will of the divinity ; and that secret assistance 





! till at len 


ofthe Omnipotent, which (praise to his name! 
always attends the victorious standards of the 


the Supreme Government relpied, July 34 1806.) army of the Honorable Company.” 


To intrepidity the Major added prudence 
which cannot be sufficiently admired. He vis. 
ited their courts of justice, aad took every op 
portunity of exposing the crime of Infanticide, 

gth his endeavours were crowned with 
SuCCSS. 


Hie obtained the signatures of many persons 


of eminence to a paper by which they renoun- 
ced the practice, and made themselves amena- 
ble fo the British government, to be punished 
if their engagements were violated. About two 
years afterwards, Major Walker thus writes, 

‘* I have the honour to enclose a list of these 
Jarejahs who have preserved their female chil- 
dren which fell under my own direct observance. 
On my halt at Dherole, I had all those in the 
immediate neighborhood, who were capable of 
attending, brought to my tent; andmany were 
too young to be brought to any distance. It was 
extremely gratifying on this occasion to observe 
the triumph of nature, feeling, and parental af- 
fection, over prejudice, and a horrid supersti- 
tion ; and that those who but a short period 
before would, as many of them had dune, have 
doomed their infants to distruction without 





‘¢ Whatever is right is wise,” by another, that 
‘¢ Nothing can be politically right which is 
jmorally wrong ;” and one who was more than 
a statesman has assured us that «* Righteous- 
ness exalteth @ Nation.” O that men, whether 
in or out of authority, had virtue and magna- 
nimity enough to act on these principles. Let 
not religion justice and humanity be subordin- 
ated to worldly interest: if Gad be the supreme 
being, let him be treated as such. 








compunction, should now glory in thei . 
vation, and duat on them Sith ele 
In reference to this gratifying visit it is ad- 
ded ina note, with which the work is closed, 
“As this visit was premeditated, several 
officers and gentleman assembled to witness 30 
extraordinary a scene. The Jarejah fathers, 
| who a short time a Rage not have. listened 
othe preservation of their daw ° 
hibited them with pride and ae n Their 


— 











) Happily, however, for the cause. of snffer- 


\ 


| mothers and nurses also attended on this inter- 
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asting occasion. True to the feelings that weres work, and in whom he observed a surprising 


found in other countries by Mr. Duncan,* 
and Sir Joseph Banks} to prevail so forcibly 
the emotions of nature here exhibited were 
extremely goving. The mothers placed their 
infants in the hand of Colonel Walker, called 
on him and their gods to protect, what he alone 
had taught them to preserve. ‘The infants 
they emphatically called “ HIS CHILDREN,” 
and it is likely that this distinction will contin- 
ue to exist in Guxerat. Scenes of this, how- 
ever impressive are not easily described.” 

* « When Mr. Duncan visited the country where he 
had partially stopped this practice, he was intormed that 
the wives were ready to burst from the concealment of 
their houses, for the purpose of throwi.g themselves at 
his feet toexpress their gratitude.” p. 56. nate. 

¢ Sir Joseph Banks to vindicate the maternal charac- 
ter of the Otaheitans, who also practice this crime, rela- 
ted to the Editor, that he wasnever more affected than 
by the sorrow expressed by a woman of that Island, when 
reciting the sad necessity she was under of destroying 
herchiki. p. 295 


> 





REVIVALS OF RELIGIUN, 


From the Boston Recorder. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. EXPERIENCE 
HorTEKR, lo a Glergyman in Boston, dated 
Belchertown Ms. January 19, 1819. 


( Conciuded jrom page 143.) 


Inthe early partot the revival, great efforts 
were made to awaken the professed people of 
God. They were much more frequently ad- 
dressed than others. The co-operation and 
believing prayers of all such were deemed of 
the greatest lu-portance micarrying onthe work. 
Butto revive lukcwarw belicvers has sometimes 
seemed to me a more arduous work than to a- 
waken unbelievers. A saiall proportion of the 
church were found in tie atitiude of earnest ex- 
pectation, when the Lerd came in his’ glory, 
and of course hailed his name with uaspeakabie 
pleasure. Numbers more suddenly awoke, were 
pierced with sorrow for their past drowsiness, 
confessed, with signs of true penitence, their 
backslidings, and entered with vigor into the 
Lord’s work. All were glad, and seemed to be 
awake. But it was soon observable that num. 
bers were backward and slothful in the self- 
denial and laborious duties to which tie occa- 
sioncalledthem. Atlength by various and ex- 
traordinary means, the members of the church 
generally have appeared to enter Leartily into 
the labors of the harvest. Considerable num- 
bers who have long professed, and, in a good de- 
gree adorned the doctrines of God our saviour, 
have their seasons of painful conviction, been 
brought into the deep valley, and have seemed 
to be born anew. The change wrought in the 
church is great and animating. 

Of those, not professors, wh» have beer pow- 
erfuily, and, as is believed, savingly wrought 
upon, there has been no distinction of age or sex. 
Only one man, however, over 8v, iias appeared 
to become a child of grace. He is 78—is pous- 
sessed of a good mind, and vigorous constita- 
tion, and is as active and free from the iafirmi- 
ties of age as men generally are ai 60. He 
lives four miles from the meeting-house, and 
till very lately has never attended divine wor. 
ship with us, but has manifested a disposition 
to encourage sectarian influence in his neigh- 
borhood. He has long been inclined to think 
favorably of the netion of universal salvation. 
He was persuaded to attend our meetings by two 
of his neighsors who had become subjects of the 





mitted te the church on the first Sabbath in De- 


[ 147 ] 


change.—At the first meeting he attended, ti: 
spell which had so long held him iusinful servi- 
tude was dissolved. ‘I'he evilsof tiis heart ans 
life, irresistibly arrested his attention. He re- 
turned to his house with amazement and trem. 
bling ; and remained in great anguish of spirit. 
acknowledging the justice which doomed hiv 


times ready to faint in despair; in about six 
days, however, it pleased the Lerd'to give him 
a sweet release trom his bondage. His present 
appearance and views, and the account whic 
ie gives of what God in his abounding mercy 
uas done for him, are highly satisfactory. It 
must not be omitted that his mother, as he in- 
forms me, was a praying woman and had ai: 
her children baptised in infancy. Perhaps this 
may be regarded as on the whole, the most ex- 
traordinary conversion which has occurred.—_ 
A number of men who seemed almost in + 
opcless state, have received mercy. But thes 
were neither go old, nor so far removed fron: 
tae range of gospel influence as this man. 

he whole number who have hopefully pas- 


two hundred. Of this number, forty were ad- 


cember. Oue hundred and six now stand pro- 
pounded against ihe next Sabbath ; and the re- 
mainder, most of whom are receri converts 
ave not yet offered themselves for the church. 

The children of behevers have in generai 
been earlier in the work than others.—Their 
convictions have been short, frequently not more 
than a week—in many instances not half a 
week. They were, hovever, exceedingly pun- 
gent and distressing. 


In the early stages of this blessed work. it 
was not uncommon for the whole assembly to be 


melted into tears; and sobs and groans have 
in some instances, and for a few moments, in- 
terrupted the order of worship. Such scenes 
might have pierced the tron hearts of infidels ; 
and indeed some who but a few months since 
were proud of being seen in their ranks, wer: 
among the number thus deeply affected. 
Children under twelve years of age, did not, 
in the early stages of the work appear to be at 
all affected. More recently, cases of this sort 
have become numerous. Many little girls and 
boys, between the ages of 8 and 18, in varivus 
parts of the town, have frequent meetings for 
pwayer—the girls always by themselves ; and 
those who have from curiosi:y occasionally pla 
ced themselves within hearing of the little cir- 
cle, have expressed their astonishment at the 
freedom and propriety with which many of them 
have addressed themselves to the prayer-hear- 
ing God. ‘The most perfect order and serious. . 
ness have invariably prevailed these interesting 








ee 





meetings. Ourtown is fullof circles of “young 
men and maidens, old men and children” who 
often meet to worship and praise the Lord. 

A very large proportion of the sabjects of this 
work are heads of families. Of the forty ad- 
mitted to communion, 14 (men and women) are 
such. Of the 106 who were propounded, 46 
are married people—23 men and 23 women. 
Moat of these ae I should think, are over thirty- 
five. Of the young people, a few more than 
‘half are males. 

Of the happy effect which this work of sove- 
| reign grace has produced on our society, it 
would be difficult to speak with sufficient ap-| 
| probation and praise. Party contentions, jeal- 
‘ousies, evil communications, profanity, intem-} 
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to hell, and crying for mercy, though som:-|! 


sed from death unto life, may somewhat exceed] 





of such a work on the feelings and habits of 
aeny Will question its tenden’y to promote the 

rost perfect siate of social order, virtur, and 
‘happiness. ‘he chang in numerous individ- 
‘aals is weil described vy St. Paui—** and such 
were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but ye are justified, in the na ne 
iof the Lord Jesus, and by te spirit of our God. 


a 


| Ihave felt a wish, dear sir, to give you a 
Short account of a small number of very inter- 
esting cases. But the Sad state of my heaith 
| venders it too laborious for me to write. It is 
i «nore than a week since [ commenced tais long 
| totter. L have been able to write only a few 
lines at atime 5 and those at long intervals. [ 
um, however, very slowly mending. The good 
work continues with power. It is also very 
great and general in Enfield, and South Had- 
iey. and Palmer: is begun with great promise 
in Ware, and Granby, and Aimbherst, and in- 
creases in Northampton. Other towns in the 
vicinity exhibit very flattering appearances. 
| As to opposition to such a work of grace in 

Hampshire county there is none. 

Most respectfully yours, 

E.XPERIENCE PoRTER. 


P. S.—Among the subjects of the work, we 
reckon fiv: or six blacks, one an old man of rear 
70, not yet brought in. Their cases are very 
interesting and clear. 


a er 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. J. S. Adams, 
York District, S. C. to Rev. R. S. Storrs, jre 
Dated, Dec. 40, 1818. | 

From the Buston Recerder. 

‘‘In charitable institutions we are in the 
‘back ground. I may say, we have done noth- 
ing in comparison with o‘her parts of oar coun- 
try. We are however beginning to see what 
others are doing, and have some faint desires 
to follow their example. A Bible Society has 
been in operation with us for more than two 
years. This is ander the direction of our Pres- 
bytery. In all our congregations we have es- 
‘ablished Tract Societies. In my own congre- 
gations, we have also established circulating 
Library Societies ; and we sometimes pay a 
little to the support of missions. 

The state of religion is at present encoura- 
ging among us. Twelve months ago, last Au- 
gust, on a communion season, the Lord was 
pleased to pour out his Spirit in a remackable 
manner: numbers were awakened, and some 
we trust, converted and made alive to G..d. 
From that time it has spread and increased, un- 
til all the Presbyterian congregations in the 
district have partook in the happy effects. Iff 
am correct in my account, above 400 have been 
added to our churches within these bounds, 
since the revival commenced.—I have added to 
my two congregations 148, and the work is 
still going on. May the Lord continue, and 
spread the happy effects of his word. A great 
proportion of those brought in are young peo- 
ple, and a much greater proportion of young 
men than usual. 

REMARKS BY THE RECORDER. 

Et has not till lately been common, to remark 
a large proportion of young men, among the 
subjects of conversion in our revivals. Infidel- 
ity bas mocked at the triumphs of grace in 
years past, and sastained its mockeries by al- 
ledging in vulgar style, that * all converts are 
found among children and weak women,” 
Though such a cavil is beneath re-pectful no- 
tice, and without a feather’s weight of influence 








perance, &. have nearly disappeared from ott on a reflecting mind, itis gratifying to find it 


‘society. No candid observer of the influence 


so clearty met, and fully dispreved by facts. 
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of his Providence, that all the fascinations which 
bind the young mind, and fortify it against the 
force of argument and motive, cannot resist the 
influence of his spirit—that all the visiens of the 
juvenile imagination—all the fervors of youth- 
ful passion—and all the powers of masculine 
understanding, must yield to that ** wind which 
hloweth where it listeth,” and pay homage to 
truth, by the voluntary sacrifice of «all the 
pomps and vanities of the world.” 

We should not doubt that God has a great 
work to perform speedily in the moral world, 
had we almost no other evidence of the fact,than 
what arises from the character and station of 
those who are newly converted. When he 


God condescends to show by the dispensations 


would enlighten the earth, and shake the king- | 


dom of Satan to its foundations, he sends his 
own Son, and Apostles endued with extraordi- 
nary gifts from on high; when he would re- 
cover Christendom from the embraces of that 
creat harlot, which had made the nations drunk 
with the wine of her fornications, he raises up 
an army of Wickliffs, Knoxes, Luthers, and 
Calvins; and when he has to convert to the obe- 
dience of the faith, 600,000,000 of Mahometans 
and Pagans, he must multiply converts among 
that class of our youth, whose courage, meck- 
ness, fortitude and intrepidity, qualify them to 
endure the hardships, to face the dangers, and 
overcome the difficulties of the enterprise. 


Many of these pious youth will stay at home, : 


and aid the conversion of the world only by their 
prayers and alms, with such other efforts as 
their humble stations will permit. But many 


the sword ; advance to the « high places of the 
field,” and lead the armies of the Lord to bat- 
tle against the mighty; to victory over the 
proud. ‘This is a day of great things. It be- 
comes no man to be idle. In this proper sphere 
let every one be diligent, and persevering to 
the end. 

Ministers of the gospel are especially admon- 
ished by the providence of God to lay aside eve- 
ry weight, and exert every power, in the ser- 
vice of Him who hath called them to the minis- 
try. It is no time for dissention. It is sacri- 
lege to waste a moment in disputes about words 
and names. It is high time to merge every 
distinction in an overflowing compassion for 
the miseries of a world lying in wickedness, and 
to forget every separating line, in the fulness | 
of zeal to obey the command of Christ, and con- 
vey the gospel to every creature. Oh! how 
much blood will be found in the skirts of those 
watchmen, who instead of guarding the inter- 
ests committed to them, are * striving about 
words to no profit.” Agitating “foolish and 
unlearned questions which do gender strife,” 
and encouraging ‘ vain bablings, that increase 
to more ungodliness.” Let every thing else be 
forgotten, and all the learning, piety, and zeal 
of the ministry be directed to the single point— 
‘¢ the conversion of the world.” Whatever is 
excellent, lovely, and of good report, will then 
abound. It isa labor that admits the most hap- 
py combination of talents—and requires the ut- 
most efforts of benevolence, wisdom, and ten- 
derness. Itis a labor from which rivalry is 
excluded, and in which, competition is enobled. 


others we hope, will buckle on the helmet and | 


Itis alabor worthy of angels, and still is suited | 
to the weakness and imperfection of men. 


Let ministers employ their influence to bring 
forward the pious youth of their congregations; 
to inspire them with holy order for « the work 
of evangelists” —to encourage their hopes of aid 

















from the liberality of a christian public, and in- 


duce them to make every personal sacrifice for 


[ 148 J 


the attainment of a classical education: then, | 
let them appeal to their congregations—tet | 
them urge theclaims of more than 6,000,000 of | 
our fellow citizens who are destitute of the 
means of grace, and the not less imperious claims 
of the hundred millions who look to us for help 


to ** flee from the wrath to come” in benighted || 


lands ; let them repeat these demands frem Sab. 
bath to Sabbath—from the pulpit, the house- 
top, the highway and at every fire side ;—let 
them urge the authority of Jehovah, and with 
all the vehemence of the most impassioned ebo- 
quence, array and enforce the motives that 
ought to influence the conduct of christians on 
this subject.— Will they effect nothing? Will 
they preach in vain? Is ths, of all others the 
point toward which they caanot move their pev- 
ple? No! we venture to alirm with unhesita- 
ting confidence, that when ministers enter into 
this subject with all their hearts, (and they 
would thus enter into it, could they only be eye 
witnesses for a single week of the deplorable 
condition of the southern and western states in 
a religious view) the treasury of the « Educa- 
tion Society” would soon be replenished, and | 
the 200 qualified applicants for its bounty, | 
would not be tufned away with the heart-rend- 


ing language. ‘ WE CANNOT ASSIST YoU.’ 


PC el 
CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Letter toa young Lady in Philadelphia, dated 
Brainerd Cherokee Nation, Jan. 10 1819. | 
DEAR SISTER IN CHRIST; | 
Yours of the 28th of June, informing 
me,that in consequence of infurination from the | 
Rev. N. Patterson, clothing &c. had been pre- | 
pared, and would be sent, to supply the wants 


of our school, was received, together with the | 
articles on the 8th inst. 


I take the earliest opportunity to acknowledge 
the receipt of them, and to express our grati- 
tude to the giver efall good, and to you and the 
other dear sisters who have been the kind instru- 


ments, for this very seasonable supply for our 
half naked children. 








You must have expected they would reach us 
much sooner, and had you known our great | 
need and their delay, you would have regretted | 
that they were not hastened on. But they. 
came to us just at the right time. Our coven- | 
ant God knows when to give, and when to keep 
back. And he often brings his people to such | 
straits, that they know not which way help can | 
come, and then sends it in a way least expect- 
ed that they may see, feel and acknowledge his 
hand. 

That you may see how much we needed your 
charity I will give you a brief account of our 
female help. My wife, three daughters, and 
the wife of Mr. Hall, schoolmaster, were consid- 
ered as no more than sufficient to perform the 
labour of their department in this numerous 
family. Mrs. Hall’s health was so poor du- 
ring the summer that she coold afford little or 
no assistance. Early in October, she was ta- 
ken out to Tennessee for her health, expecting 
to ride outas faras Knoxville, and to return 
soon. My eldest daughter went with her as 
a companion and nurse. Such was thestate of 
Mrs. Hall’s health, on her arrival at Knoxville, 
it was thought unsafe for her to return, or to 
be left without my daughter. They both staid 
and are there still. Soon after their departure 





we recived permission to enlarge our school to 
one hundred. With an increasing family and | 
decreasing help, our females soon began to 
sink under their accumulating labor, and to. 
save life and recover health, wera obliged to. 
slacken their hand. 











Now what was to become of the institution ; 
more dear to us than life itself? We had prow. 
ised to clothe the poor children ; a failure might 
create disaffection—the children might be with. 
drawn, and who could tell where the evil would 
end. 

The cause of missions is the causeof God. He 
has takep the work into his own hands, aud 
whatever instruinents may be employed, he wil! 
shew that the excellency of the power is of him 
and not of us. More than half a year ago he 
moved your hearts to prepare the needful sup- 
ply ; at the moment of pressing need He caused 
it to be laidto our hand, without a care or 
thought on our part. * Why take ye thought 
for raiment? consider the lilies of the field.” 
« Your heavenly Father kaoweth that ye have 
need of these things.” 

You say, ** We shall be anxious to know if 
the garments are useful.” Every article, to 
the last needle ant button, will be useful—and 
not merely aseful as articles needed, but more 
especially, commg to us in that way, they ex- 
emplify the religion we teach, and powerfully 
commend it to the consciences of men the most 
ignorant, Thisis the very thing needed a- 
mougst this people. Ever since they have had 
white men for their neighbors, they have been 


; exposed to the depredations of the lawless. 
| And every species of fraud and injustice has 


been practised to deprive them of their proper- 
ty and dispossess them of their lands. The 


| missionary needs some unequivocal .testimony, 


brought down to a level with their capacity. 
to shew that he and his supporters are actuate: 
by very differont motives—that he does iniecd 
seek them and not theirs. Your unsolicited 
charity is: this very testimony—and we trust in 
God that it will be productive of lasting good. 

You cheer our hearts by mentioning the for- 
mation of a cent society, 4c. for the purpose 
of educating a youth of the Cherokee Nation. 
May the blessing of God rest upon the society 
-——and may every member experience the fulfil- 
ment of that precious promsie, * Ife that wa- 
tereth shalt be watered himself.” 

Whatever sum may be given by the society 
we shall with pleasure give them the privilege 
of naming achild, and will endeavor to select 
one that may hereafter doehonor to society. 

Moncey for this purpose may be transmitted 
to Jeremiah: Evarts, Esq. Treasurer of the 
A. B.C. J. M. Boston—or, if more convenient 
for you, by your dropping alineto Mr. Evarts, 
he may direct itto be deposited in one of your 
city banks. from which we could draw it by sel- 
ling acheck to some merchant in this vicinity. 

Be assured my dear sister, (for'so f must be 
permitted to call you,) that you and your fellow 
helpers in this charity have done us much good. 
May the Lord reward you all a hundred fold 
in this life, and the world to come, grant you 
the unspeakable happiness of hailing as_ fellow 
heir of eternal glory, many of our red brethren 
converted to Christ by means uf your benevo- 
lence. Please _ to _— our thanks and 
Christian love to evéry individual. would 
add a few things respecting the present state 
and prospects of our mission, but my sheet is 
full, and it may perhaps answer the same pur- 
pose to refer it to E— D—, to whose care I di- 


rect this, not knowing the street or No. of your 
place of residence. 


Accept the Christian salutation of all the mission 


family, including that of your unworthy brother in the 
bonds of the gospel. 


MISS S—~ W—. ARD HOYT. | 


OP The managers of the Susquehanna bible society 











| Milton on the 26th inst. 


will hold their quarterly meeting at Mr. Vincent's i 
. Hepsvan, R. S$: 














